IT Grant FAQs — Fall 2026

Freqguently Asked Questions

How many child care centers applied in the first round and how many were awarded?

We received 20 applications in the Spring/Summer 2026 cycle. Nine centers advanced to
the second round and four were ultimately awarded funding.

How many awards will be given this cycle?

Up to 6 awards will be allocated for the Fall 2026 cycle.

If | have more than one child care center, can | apply for each location?

Yes, you may apply for more than one center as long as each location meets the eligibility
requirements.

Can | apply if | am currently in the temporary licensing phase?

If you are still in the temporary license period, we encourage you to reach out to us directly
depending on where you are in the process. If your temporary license phase would not be
complete before awards are allocated in December, you would likely not be eligible for this
cycle. Please contact us at information@guilfordchildren.org to talk through your specific
situation.

I am in the process of transitioning from a Family Child Care Home to a residential
center and could increase capacity. Would that be eligible?

Your new facility must be licensed and ready to serve children by the time awards decisions
are made in December. We encourage you to reach out to us directly so we can assess
whether your timeline lines up. Any project must clearly demonstrate that the expansion is
specific to infant and toddler slots.

I currently operate a Family Child Care Home and have purchased a center that has
not yet gone through inspection. Can | apply?

Yes, if you have space to expand within your licensed Family Child Care Home, you are
welcome to apply using that license. You may not apply using the new center until it has
received its full license.
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What kinds of projects are eligible for funding?

Any project that can increase the number of slots open to infants or toddlers is worth
considering. Examples include playground improvements, HVAC repairs, room repairs,
classroom supplies and materials, teacher bonuses or hiring incentives, and support for
teacher education and professional development. If you are unsure whether your idea
qualifies, reach out and we are happy to talk it through.

Can | choose my own vendors and make my own purchasing decisions?

Yes. These are your funds and you are in the best position to know what your center needs.
You will submit an itemized budget as part of your application outlining how you plan to use
the funds, and purchases should align with what was approved. We are not selecting
vendors for you.

Could I reimburse myself for a project if | already took out a loan to complete it?

No, grant funds are intended to support new and upcoming expansion work, not to
reimburse costs that have already been incurred. If a project has already been completed
using a personal loan or other funds, those expenses fall outside the scope of what this
grant can cover.

Is the marketing package from Next Level Graphix required?

No, itis entirely optional. We partnered with Next Level Graphix, a reputable child care
marketing firm, to create grant-specific packages that can help your center highlight the
impact of your expansion and attract new families. The hope is that increased visibility
makes enrollment and recruitment easier. If you choose to participate, the package cost
can be included as a line item in your grant budget. You may also choose to expand your
package with Next Level Graphix using your own funds at your discretion.

What resources are available to support me as a child care center beyond this grant?

We want every child care center in Guilford County to know that a network of support exists
for you, whether or not you receive this grant.

e EQUuIPD provides technical assistance and professional development support for
child care centers across the region. Their offerings include ITERS-3 support for
infant and toddler classroom environments, GONAPSACC outdoor environment
support, licensing guidance, and educator career pathway resources. Child care
centers in High Point have additional specific opportunities available. Visit
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www.equipd.info or use the contact form on their website to connect with a
consultant.

¢ Child Care Health Consultants (CCHCs) are available to support child care
programs with health and safety guidance, helping centers meet licensing
requirements and create healthier environments for children and staff.

e Bringing Out the Best offers resources and direct support to child care centers in our
community. Reach out to connect with their team and learn what is available to your
program.

Beyond these partners, GCPC is committed to keeping child care centers informed of new
opportunities as they become available. That includes programs such as BQS3, Child Care
Academies, and CDA Accreditation pathways, along with recruitment and retention tools
and other emerging supports. The best ways to stay connected:

Visit www.guilfordchildren.org/classroom-resources for direct access to all Guilford
County technical assistance resources

Sign up for the GCPC newsletter to receive updates on new programs, opportunities, and
resources as they are released

If you have any additional questions or would like to speak with someone from our team,
please reach out to us at information@guilfordchildren.org.

The application opens October 1, 2026 at www.guilfordchildren.org/expansion-grant. We
hope to see your application!
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